Critical Voter Lesson Plan — Media and Information Literacy

Since manyimportanttopics (including many issues raised during an election) are complexand/or global
in nature, chances are a bulk of our background knowledge will come to us viamediasources such as
newspapers and magazine, radio, television and the Internet. Buthow can we know whether or not this
informationisaccurate, relevant orunbiased?

The field of Media Literacy offers ways to analyze news “products” to determine accuracy and potential
bias. Andany discussion of the news media musttake intoaccountthe mostimportanttrend impacting
both producers and consumers of media: the “democratization” and transformation of media brought
on by the Internet.

Speaking of the Internet, Information Literacy (afield created by the library profession) provides vital
steps fordiscoveringinformation, analyzing it for quality and puttingitto use. These stepsinclude:

e LlocatingInformation—Finding needed information from online or offline sources

e EvaluatingInformation- Examininginformation for quality (testingit for bias, accuracy,
timeliness, relevance and sufficiency)

e OrganizingInformation—Puttinginformation you have located and evaluated into some kind of
orderor categories

e Synthesizing Information—Usingthe information you have located, evaluated and organized to
create something new (called a “work product”)

e Communicating Information—Sharing the product of your work with others

Terminology
Important vocabulary terms usedinthislessoninclude:

e Media

e Medialiteracy

e Background Knowledge

e Information Literacy

e Searchengine

e Metasearch engine

e Information Literacy steps (including Locating, Evaluating, Organizing, Synthesizing and
Communicating Information)

o Testsfor evaluatinginformation (including tests for bias, accuracy, relevance, timeliness and
sufficiency

e  Work product
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Goals
The goal of thislessonisto give students an understanding of:

e Theimportance of background knowledge needed to understandinganissue orargument

o Thetraditional role mediahas playedin delivering background knowledge onimportantissues

e Therole of the sensesin processinginformation delivered vianews sources such as newspapers,
radio, television and the Internet

o How pictures (eitherstillimages and video) can deliver facts or create emotional impact, which
can potentially create conflict between words spoken or read and visual imagery that are part of
a newsstory

e Why information Literacy emerged fromthe library studies field and when libraries can provide
better (ordifferent)information than online sources

e How to use asearchengine (including selecting the best search engineand key words, and how
to use advanced search options)

e How to use the results of a search to locate relevant sources and how to use those sources to
search for additional information resources

e Theimportance of the Internetasa communicationstool, connecting researchers with experts
ready (and often eager) to answertheir questions

e How to evaluatinginformation for quality

e Thatinformation which hasbeenlocated and evaluated needsto be organized (putintosome
kind of order or categories), synthesized into something new (called a “work product); and
(often) communicated to others

Primary Resources
The followingresources are available at the www.criticalvoter.com web siteto support this lesson:

e Critical Voter: Chapter 10 (Media Literacy) and 11 (Information Literacy)

e Check for Understanding— A short quiz designed to determine if someone has understood
material in the reading.

e Blog Entries— To find additional examples and information on the Critical Voterblog (if
available) select “Media Literacy” or “Information Literacy” in the blog’s Category list.

Additional Resources

The Media Literacy Project

Information Literacy Resources from Association of College and University Libraries



http://www.criticalvoter.com/
https://medialiteracyproject.org/learn/media-literacy/
http://www.ala.org/acrl/issues/infolit/index_old
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Suggested Activities

Activity

Notes on this activity

Have students read the assigned book chapters
and answerthe Check for Understanding
guestionsto ensure they have understood the
concepts coveredinthislesson.

The Check for Understanding quizis made up of
guestions which were designed to be easily
answerable by anyone who has read the book
chapterin its entirety.

Look at the photos or otherillustrationsinadaily
newspaperornews magazine and determine
whetherthey provide information about astory
associated with the image or perform some other
function (such as settinga mood or other non-
logos-based activity).

In instances where images are notassociated with
the pure delivery of information, have students
discuss what they think the goal of the image is
and how accuratelyitreflects the written wordsin
the story accompanying the image.

Choose arelevanttopic(such asa current news
item) and assign groups of students the task of
using different search strategies (refining key
words, advanced search options etc.) to try to
reduce a list of search results to fewerthan 100
links.

Explore the strategy each group used and review
the resultstosee how closely each group’s final
set of results match up.

Discuss when some search strategies may be more
useful than others whentryingto locate different
types of information (chronological news searches
for time-sensitive information, searching through
specificknown sources likeanewspapersite, etc.)

Review anarticle ona controversial subjectin
Wikipediaand compare it withanarticle on the
same subjectthatappearsin an edited source such
as a traditional encyclopediaoronline library
resource.

Show studentsthe Talk page related toa
Wikipediaarticle to demonstrate the ongoing
reviewing, editing and discussion regarding an
article. Discuss whatthis meanswith regard to the
steps forevaluatinginformation (especially with
regard to accuracy, biasand timeliness).

Use this example to reviewwith students the
difference betweeninformation onthe Open Web
vs. othersources (such as databases of
professionally edited and reviewed articles
available fromthe library).

Provide students with aset of resourcesrelatingto
a particularsubject (oruse the information
sources that resulted from the search refinement
they performed on the previous classroom
exercise described above).

Askthemto organize this material into what they

Discuss whatcriteriathey usedto determinethe
quality of an information source in the context of
bias, accuracy, timeliness, relevance and
sufficiency.

Discuss others ways they could organize the
information they found (chronologically,
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Activity

Notes on this activity

consideredto be high quality vs. low quality
information.

thematically, etc.)and determine what kind of
work products could be created from theirfinal list
of information sources.




